September 2022
From Rabbi Michael Silbert
Judaism is about hope and the
rest is all commentary (though
we should still learn it):
Example #1:
The Torah opens with the Jewish
parable of the creation of a
universe for us to inhabit, in
which we are encouraged to
grow every single day of our
lives, fulfill our potential and develop meaningful
connections. The expectation at the outset is that
we will succeed; there is no mention in the narrative
of any trepidation about our outcome.
Example #2:
When a Jewish child is born, the nature of the
primary connections that we should aspire to in life
are articulated in a prayer for the newborn:
May this child be raised to enjoy the blessings
of Torah – may they develop a deep and
meaningful connection with God;
May this child be raised to enjoy the blessings
of chuppah – traditionally this projected the
hope that the child should one day get
married. Now that we live in a somewhat
more complicated age with respect to
personal relationships and gender rights and
autonomy, we expand this to encompass
our hope that the child will develop a deep
and meaningful connection with another
human being who is to them unlike all other
people – their soulmate;
May this child be raised to enjoy a life of
ma’asim tovim, good deeds – may they
develop a deep and meaningful connection
with their community, with those around
them, ever sensitive to their needs and with
a drive to make life better for others.
Here too, this prayer offers no hint of anxiety that
things might go wrong and these aspirations might
get derailed. Interestingly, there’s also no mention
of careers, income, awards and fame. Only the
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really important stuff is listed humankind’s loftiest achievements which engender spiritual
meaning, personal joy and the
dignity and wellbeing of others.
And there’s a quiet confidence
that all of us will get there, in our
own unique way.
There are countless other
examples we could turn to as
prooftexts that Judaism is preoccupied with the
positive, but the fact that these two projections of
a life grounded in hope are so very foundational,
resonates powerfully for me.
At the same time, it would be foolish to deny that
pain, suffering and failure are inevitable aspects
of our human experience. Yet our faith and
tradition do not instruct us to become used to
them; rather they seek to imbue us with tools to
overcome them, and even to express our rage
towards God when the situation demands it. As
Jews, we are permitted, even entitled, to shout
our frustration and desperation to the Heavens.
And then, as the days begin to get cooler and we
approach the High Holy Days together with Fall’s
gradual arrival, we are reminded that the opportunity to begin all over again, draws near. Judaism asks us the question: “What if the past didn’t
matter and you could hit the “reset” button?”, and
then it delivers this implied gift of renewal to us
(although it does require work on our part too).
Life without the possibility of growth and developing meaning and connection would be unbearable. This is why Jewish life invites us to pursue
these blessings every single day. By the time this
reaches you, it will be less than a month to go
before the New Year, which means that NOW is
the time for each of us to decide what we’re going
to do with this gift of renewal, and what hope will
look like next year.

The mission of Temple Beth David is to provide an environment where the concepts of community prayer, education,
and service to the greater Jewish community are provided within the context of Conservative Judaism. We take pride in
being a friendly, participatory, egalitarian community, welcoming all to be a part of our synagogue family.

All in the Family

September Anniversaries
Jonathan Feldman & Alison Helms Sept 2
Kevin & Judy Fleissig
Sept 5
Rabbi Michael Silbert & Rachel Kest Sept 24

Lulav and Etrog

Take Home Treats

If you would like to order
a set of Lulav and Etrog
for $50, please contact the
temple office no later than
September 9.

If you would like to help with take
home treats distributed after Shabbat
service each week or wish to sponsor
"Take Home Treats" in honor of a
good news event, please contact the
temple office or speak with Alison
Helms (her contact information is listed
in the temple directory).

The price includes shipping, pick
up at the temple when notified.

Riverside Cemetery Plots
are available to purchase from

Temple Beth David
at reduced temple member rates
for Jewish burials in adherence to
Temple Beth David ritual requirements.
For questions regarding purchase,
contact the temple office. For questions
pertaining to Jewish burial ritual
requirements, contact Rabbi Silbert.
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High Holy Day Services 5783
Erev Rosh HaShanah
Temple Beth David Sanctuary
Sunday, September 25
5:30 pm Mincha
6:45 pm Candle Lighting
Rosh HaShanah
First Day at Temple Sinai
Monday, September 26 at 8:30 am
5:00 pm Tashlich at Canal Lock 32 Park on Clover Street
Meet in the parking lot or contact the temple office for a ride,
parking lot is just south of 2749 Clover Street
After 7:42 pm Candle Lighting
Rosh HaShanah
Second Day at Temple Beth David Sanctuary
Tuesday, September 27 at 8:30 am morning service
No Tashlich
7:40 pm Holiday Ends
Fast of Gedaliah
Wednesday, September 28
Fast from Dawn (5:52 am) to Sunset (7:28 pm) [individually observed]
Erev Yom Kippur
at Temple Sinai Tuesday, October 4 at 6:30 pm
Kol Nidre and Ma’ariv (Building open at 6:00 pm)
6:28 pm Candle Lighting
Yom Kippur
at Temple Sinai
Wednesday, October 5 at 8:30 am
Approx. 11:15 am Yizkor
4:15 pm Mincha and Neilah
7:27 pm Ma’ariv and Havdalah
Holiday Ends 7:45
No Break the fast at Temple Sinai this year
All times from www.hebcal.com for zip code 14618; Havdalah calculated for 50 minutes after sunset.
IMPORTANT: Temple Beth David requires everyone attending services to be fully vaccinated. Masks must be
worn over the mouth and nose at all times, even when speaking / singing / chanting into the microphone
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* Memorial plaque on
display in the Temple
Beth David Sanctuary
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September Yahrzeits
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Send a Card to a Friend or Loved One!
Checks payable to: Temple

Beth David, 2131 Elmwood Avenue, Suite 204, Rochester, NY 14618

Date ________________ Amount enclosed $ ____________ Minimum donation $10, or two for $18
Donor:

Recipient:

Name: ______________________________________

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________

Card Message:
❑
❑
❑

Get Well Wishes ___________________________
Happy Birthday ____________________________
Congratulations on _________________________

❑
❑
❑

In Memory of _____________________________
In Honor of ______________________________
In Appreciation of _________________________

Note: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Fund: If no fund is specified, your donation will be made to the David Solomon Operating Fund. Thank you.
❑ David Solomon Operating Fund
❑ Herb Kraus Adult Education Fund
❑ Marsh Fishman Youth Education Fund
❑ Mitzvah Kiddush Donation

❑ Rabbi Discretionary Fund
❑ Rabbi Skopitz Fund
❑ Soldiers Project
❑ Torah Repair Fund

It’s so easy to make donations and dues payments online! Visit our donation
page at www.tbdrochester.org/donate. The minimum online donation is $10.

Do you receive our Weekly News email?
You may be missing the latest news about Temple Beth David
services and events, as well as other important community information.
Call or email the Temple Office to add your name to the mailing list!

Please call the office if you or a family
member is scheduled for surgery or
is admitted to the hospital. We want
to offer comfort to congregants who
are ill but regulations do not permit the
hospital to contact us with your news.
We will only know if you let us know.
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Executive Board
President (Interim) Helen Kashtan
Vice Presidents
Administration (Interim) Lewis Rothberg
Building Scott Davis
Education Howard Brill
Finance Philip Katzman
Recording Secretary Cindy Halpern
Ritual (Interim) Ronald Brandwein

Temple Funds
•

David Solomon Operating Fund
Supports General Temple Expenses and Maintenance

•

Herb Kraus Adult Education Fund
Supports Adult Learning and Community Events

•

Marsha Fishman Memorial Fund
Supports Hebrew School and Youth Educational Activities

Board of Trustees
Scott Bauman, Toby Berke, Ron Brandwein,
Anne Goldin, David Langmann, Sue Lederer,
Karen Schaffer, Beverly Zwick

•

Mitzvah Kiddush Fund

•

Rabbi Discretionary Fund

Temple Activity Chairs

•

Rabbi Skopitz Fund

Archives Alison Helms
Media Sue Eckhaus
Membership Linda Servetnick
Office Manager Rebecca Weber
585-266-3223
office@tbdrochester.org
www.tbdrochester.org

Supports Cultural Events
•

Torah Repair Fund
Supports Maintenance and Repair of Torah Scrolls

•

Soldiers Project
Serves the needs of Jews in the US military

