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The mission of Temple Beth David is to provide an environment where the concepts of community prayer, education, 
and service to the greater Jewish community are provided within the context of Conservative Judaism.  We pride ourselves 
on being a friendly, participatory, egalitarian community, welcoming all to be a part of our synagogue family. 

December Schedule 
 

Shabbat Evening: 7:30 p.m. 

The next TBD Service  at the JCC will 
be on Friday  December 25,  at 6pm 

in the Senior Lounge.    

Shabbat Morning: 9 a.m. 

Young Children’s Shabbaton: 

 10:00 to Noon Sat. 

  Sunday Minyan: 9:30 a.m. 

Happy Chanukah!  
Please remember to contact the 
Temple Office if you are 
considering scheduling any kind 
of event at Temple.  This will help 
keep everyone informed and 
avoid scheduling conflicts.    

We are handicapped accessible and 
equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

“Bikkur Cholim: “Bikkur Cholim: “Bikkur Cholim: “Bikkur Cholim:     
Sharing the Burden of IllnessSharing the Burden of IllnessSharing the Burden of IllnessSharing the Burden of Illness 

“Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, 
sweet to the palate and a cure for the 

body.”  Proverbs 16:24 
 

“What are the doctors saying?”  “How 
are you doing with all of this?” 
 

When you read these words, are you 
hearing them or saying them to another 
person?  Are you hurting -- feeling alone 
-- and would welcome a visit from a 
friend in our congregation?  Are you 
inspired to do a mitzvah by learning the 
art of bikkur cholim – sharing the pain, 
fear or frightening powerlessness inher-
ent in human vulnerability? 
 

A few weeks ago we read that after the 
99-year old Abraham circumcised him-
self, God appeared to Abraham, while 
he was recuperating from his procedure, 
sitting at the entrance of his tent on a 
very hot day.  The Torah doesn’t say 
whether or not God brought Abraham a 
card, a cooling foot bath or even a bottle 
of Tylenol.  All we know is that God 
made Abraham aware of God’s pres-
ence.  In one small verse in the Torah, 
God models the elevated behavior of 
bikkur cholim – visiting friends, family 
members, and members of our commu-
nity who are sick and tending to their 
needs. 
 

Rabbi Tsvi Blanchard teaches in Joining 
Heaven and Earth:  Maimonides and the 
Laws of Bikkur Cholim, “Visiting the sick 

is a moment which unites human gener-
osity with the nurturing Divine Pres-
ence.”  By offering our human presence 
and praying for God’s healing, we invite 
God’s presence into the moment.  By 
confronting another person’s illness and 
praying for his or her recovery, we also 
deepen our awareness of an aspect of 
our own vulnerable selves.    
 

When a visitor or a caller reminds us 
that we are loved and that the people 
around us care about us, our pain or 
discomfort is lifted for a little while.  The 
Talmud (Nedarim 39b) teaches “one 
who visits removes one sixtieth of a 
stricken one’s illness.”  Moreover, bikkur 
cholim  has no limits.  Younger people 
may visit older people and vice versa.  
(Nedarim 39a).  This mitzvah can help 
our children remain aware of the welfare 
of people all around us and to maintain 
their innate compassion. 
 

At some point in our lives, we will be 
brought face to face with another person 
through our psychical, emotional and 
spiritual vulnerabilities.  Learning to sup-
port one another through shared under-
standing will enable us to bring the di-
vine into our human interactions. 
 

If everyone in our community makes just 
one new connection and follows up with 
a regular call or visit or card, we can 

(Continued on page 3) 

From the Rabbi’s Desk  

rabbiavivaberg@gmail.com   585-730-5179 
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President’s Article: Light 
Ron Kraus, President 385-3696 nancyronkraus@earthlink.net     

Hanukkah is nearly here, and the festival 
of light is about to be ushered in.  We 
celebrate the miracle of a small cruse of 
oil lasting a lengthy eight days, and the 
victory of the outnumbered Jews over the 
powerful Greek army. 
 

So many of our holidays are welcomed in 
with light.  On Shabbat eve, the Shabbat 
candles are kindled first.  At the end of 
Shabbat, a candle is lit and then extin-
guished to first celebrate and then signal 
the end of this special light and the begin-
ning of the secular week. 
 

Light is key to Judaism in other ways.  
The Jewish people are to be a holy peo-
ple, a light unto the nations.  In the 
priestly blessing, we ask G-d to shine His 
light upon us and give us peace.  Even in 
everyday speech, we say when someone 
has passed away that a light has left this 
world. 
 

So what is light?   
 

In Judaism, we read that we are created 
in the image of G-d, that there is a divine 
spark inside each of us.  In Kabbalistic 
thought, we are to release the light that is 
encased in what only appears as dark-
ness by making ourselves purer in 
thought and deed.   
 

I believe that it is our job to overcome our 
ego and let that divine spark shine 
through us.  Our ego is what tells us to 
lash out at someone when hurt, to defend 
oneself at all cost, to be “better” than 
someone else, to put down others, to 
judge others, and so on, and so on.  I 
believe it is our job ever so slowly, with 
hard work, to gain increasing mastery 
and release our ego bit by bit and let the 
divine spark show itself bit by bit.  That 
means to restrain yourself before you get 
angry or act self-righteously.  It means to 
understand yourself and the workings of 
your ego and to dis-attach yourself from 
its hold.  I read recently that cats do not 
have issues with self-esteem nor do dogs 

act judgmentally with their peers. This is 
a human challenge to master and release 
one's ego and let the inner soul inform 
one's actions.  This, I believe, unbinds the 
light within the apparent darkness within 
ourselves and our world.  It is what can 
usher in our being a light unto the na-
tions.   
 

It is not our culture's worldview to act first 
in compassionate, caring, selfless ways.  
Rather, our culture tells us to look out for 
number one, to become number one, to 
gain wealth, fame, power, and posses-
sions.  Our tradition tells us something 
different.  On Hanukkah we celebrate the 
miraculous light we can find within if we 
only seek it.  Let us rededicate ourselves, 
as is customary on Hanukkah, to be the 
most hamische, welcoming, caring, sup-
portive, and thoughtful community of indi-
viduals we can be.   
 
 Hag Sameach.        

You are Needed and Appreciated 
Annette Shapiro, JTS Torah Fund Chair     Florence Phillips, Sisterhood President 

The Torah Fund tzedakah boxes that you 
have need to be filled with your monies.  
The money realized from them will help 
the Jewish Theological Seminary in many 
ways: Matilda Schechter Residence hall, 
Sculpture in the Garden at Schechter Insti-
tute, the Kriple Tower Education Pavilion-
Finally, one item  that touched us all,  the 
financial aid fund,  which Women’s 
League has provided. 
 
Torah Fund has always been successful 
due to your commitment and understand-
ing of our dedicated women.  Women like 
you understand the legacy handed down 
from generation to generation to perpetu-
ate Conservative Judaism in the home, 
synagogue and community.  After years of 
study, our graduates from east and west 
of the seminary produce the finest Jewish 
Education in America.  After completing 

their studies, they are ready to go into the 
field as rabbis (such as ours), cantors, and 
Jewish professionals to serve the needs of 
our many communities. 
 
This year’s graduates of the JTS on  May 
21, 2009 included the following schools:   
 
The Graduate School 33 degrees 
The Davidson School 36 degrees 
List College  48 degrees 
H.L. Miller Cantorial School 
   10 degrees 
Rabbinical School 31 degrees 
 
Total Number of Graduates: 146 
(note twelve students each earned two 
degrees) 
 
We want to acknowledge TBD Sister-
hood’s generous gift to the Torah Fund in 

honor of Rabbi Aviva Berg.  The donation 
was acknowleged with a beautiful pin that 
was presented to her. 
 

At this point the JTS Torah Fund also 
wants to thank you, our generous bene-
factors: 
 
Jackie Kaufman 
Lisa Klein 
Sue Lederer 
Joan Papkin 
Florence Phillips 
Alice Salzberg 
Annette Shapiro 
Karen Zivan 
 
WE THANK YOU FOR MAKING  
JUDAISM COME ALIVE.  
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elevate our community to experience and emanate higher 
levels of love, care, and connection.   By talking with Karen 
Zivan, who is coordinating and enabling our community’s bik-
kur cholim energies, you will be in touch with a group of us 
who also want to learn how to perform and initiate the sacred 
art of doing God’s work on earth. 
In advance of our first learning together about how we can 
best perform this mitzvah as a community, I offer you the fol-
lowing blessing: 
 

Eloheinu v’Elohei Avoteinu v’Imoteinu,  
God of our ancestors,  
We are grateful to You for having given us 
The opportunity to be together in peace and safety – 
To explore, share and nurture our ideas and our dreams 
Of caring for a broken world. 
 

We thank You for your wisdom, for the experiences of others, 
And for the anticipation of greeting new challenges. 
We thank You for giving us the mitzvah of bikkur cholim, 
For giving us hands for reaching and hearts for listening. 
 

We thank You for giving us eyes that gaze into others’ souls, 
That hovers in the many places we visit. 
 

Elohei HaShamayim, Most High God, 
Shine forth Your blessing to the community 
Of caregivers gathered here today. 
 

Give us courage and renewed energy 
During these challenging times 
To do our holy work of caring in good faith. 
(Rabbi Sara Adler, 2001) 
 
B’virkat Shalom, 
 

Rabbi Aviva Berg 
 
Resources:  
Jewish Board of Family and Children’s Services 
Jewish Board of Family and Children’s Services, Inc. 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism – Commission on 
Jewish Education    

(Continued from page 1) 

Rabbi’s Desk, con’t. 
Rabbi Aviva Berg  rabbiavivaberg@gmail.com  730-5179  

Rabbi Berg would love to meet with you.   
 

Please call her to set up an appointment. 
Office Phone 585-730-5179  
Home Phone 585-319-4407 

Email: rabbiavivaberg@gmail.com 

The Mitzvah of  
   Bikkur Cholim 
Karen Zivan 385-8668 kzivan@rochester.rr.com 

It seems I don't often have an opportunity to personally say 
"todah rabbah..thank you" to all who have responded to the 
needs of the Beth David community. Be it bringing someone to 
services; making a phone call; cooking a meal; or visiting a 
housebound person. THANKS from the bottom of my heart for 
your help..each little bit has helped so very much. 
We are trying to get our community...and I stress the word 
COMMUNITY..more organized in this effort. So, I am asking 
each of you to think of how and what YOU can do to brighten 
someone's life, if only in a small way. PLEASE call or email me 
and let me know how we can count on you. Can you drive 
someone to an appointment; visit a homebound person; make a 
phone call; cook a meal; bake some goodies; take someone 
shopping; a visit to the hospital? If you would like to just be on 
the committee and help with "whatever", that's great! 
I look forward to hearing from you and if you have any innova-
tive ideas for this effort, I truly welcome them. 
 
Contact me a 385-8668 or kzivan@rochester.rr.com. 
Help make TBD the caring community that it is! 
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I have just returned from Israel.  The 
trip is so recent that I am still compar-
ing—the colors that I see around me, 
the smell of the air, and the sound of 
the language I hear.  I was privileged 
to be part of the Federation’s educa-
tors’ delegation to Modi’in, Israel this 
year.  The trip was part of the Federa-
tion’s ongoing Partnership 2000 initia-
tive that links Rochester with the 
(new) city of Modi’in.  Each year edu-
cators from the 2 communities travel 
back and forth, getting to know the 
countries and learning about what it 
means to be Jewish in a different 
setting.  Between visits the communi-
cations continue via email and snail 
mail.  And over time, the sense of 
community between the 2 communi-
ties grows. 
What does this mean for our chil-
dren?  Over the past couple of years 
our children have received snack 
foods for Purim, dreidels for Hanu-

kah, beautiful bookmarks featuring 
Israeli flowers, books describing 
classes of Israeli children and letters 
from children in our match schools --
Dorot and Amit.  We have sent  Rosh 
HaShana cards, American dreidels, 
letters, pictures of ourselves and pic-
tures of our trees at Tu B’shevat with 
snow on their branches.  This year 
we are hoping to share more informa-
tion about how holidays are cele-
brated in the 2 communities, songs, 
family stories, and homemade 
games.  It is my hope that this project 
will continue to enrich us all and will 
widen the conversation about what it 
means to be Jewish. 

Check out our Modi’in-Rochester 

bulletin board outside of the Hineni/

Sisterhood room.  

News from IHSC 

Marcy Berger marcy.berger@gmail.com 

Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!    
Saturday, Jan. 23, 2010 Saturday, Jan. 23, 2010 Saturday, Jan. 23, 2010 Saturday, Jan. 23, 2010 

6:306:306:306:30----8:30 p.m.8:30 p.m.8:30 p.m.8:30 p.m.    
 

singingsingingsingingsinging    
dancingdancingdancingdancing    
stories by  Jay Stetzerstories by  Jay Stetzerstories by  Jay Stetzerstories by  Jay Stetzer    
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So you were wondering what to do to 
benefit Temple Beth David before the 
close of 2009? Couldn’t figure out what 
you should give our outstanding Temple 
for Chanukah? Your ever loving Treasurer 
is here to rescue you. Here are some 
ideas. 

• Grab a friend and bring your friend to 

Temple for our beautiful Shabbat service. 
Allow your guest to meet the Rabbi and 
Cantor and as many members as possible 
over the Kiddush table. Extend an open 
invitation to return as often as possible. 

• Volunteer to aid Temple in any way 
possible. One sure fire way to help would 
involve assisting with fundraising like our 

Bingo game. Volunteer for projects within 
the Temple or its grounds. Call the office 
to learn more. 

• Make financial contributions to Tem-
ple. If you have not already made a Kol 
Nidre gift to Temple, do it before year end. 
We need your financial commitment. 

• Sponsor a Kiddush or Cholent to 
honor a friend or relative. 

• Buy cemetery plots for your family. 

Temple has plots for sale at what we be-
lieve are the lowest prices in Rochester 
and your purchase would produce needed 
cash for Temple. 

• If you owe Temple part of your 2009 
financial commitment, pay your bill now. 

Not only do we need these funds, Temple 
needs to avoid the office work and ex-
pense of follow up and further statement 
mailing. 
If you have ideas for improving Temple, 
share these ideas with us. We want to 
hear from you. 
 
Hope these ideas will be of some help to 
you in figuring out how to help Temple at 
year end. I know you will end 2009 at a 
really high note by committing to Temple 
Beth David. 

2009 Year-End Ideas 
Sy Zivan  586-3105 szivan@rochester.rr.com   

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!    
    

Temple Beth David Sisterhood Temple Beth David Sisterhood Temple Beth David Sisterhood Temple Beth David Sisterhood     

4th Annual Scholar in Residence4th Annual Scholar in Residence4th Annual Scholar in Residence4th Annual Scholar in Residence    
    

Friday, January 29th, 2010 Friday, January 29th, 2010 Friday, January 29th, 2010 Friday, January 29th, 2010     

Saturday, January 30th, 2010  Saturday, January 30th, 2010  Saturday, January 30th, 2010  Saturday, January 30th, 2010  --------        Shabbat ShirahShabbat ShirahShabbat ShirahShabbat Shirah    
    

Guest Speaker Jan KatzGuest Speaker Jan KatzGuest Speaker Jan KatzGuest Speaker Jan Katz    
Director of Jewish Education Services (JCF of Rochester)Director of Jewish Education Services (JCF of Rochester)Director of Jewish Education Services (JCF of Rochester)Director of Jewish Education Services (JCF of Rochester)    

    

Friday Night Dinner 6pm Friday Night Dinner 6pm Friday Night Dinner 6pm Friday Night Dinner 6pm     
Friday Evening Service 7:30pmFriday Evening Service 7:30pmFriday Evening Service 7:30pmFriday Evening Service 7:30pm    

D’Var Torah: Jan Katz Part 1: “Miriam’s AlterD’Var Torah: Jan Katz Part 1: “Miriam’s AlterD’Var Torah: Jan Katz Part 1: “Miriam’s AlterD’Var Torah: Jan Katz Part 1: “Miriam’s Alter----Egos Egos Egos Egos     

Lilith, Leah and Leilani”Lilith, Leah and Leilani”Lilith, Leah and Leilani”Lilith, Leah and Leilani”    
    

Saturday Services 9amSaturday Services 9amSaturday Services 9amSaturday Services 9am    
Kiddush Luncheon Sponsored by SisterhoodKiddush Luncheon Sponsored by SisterhoodKiddush Luncheon Sponsored by SisterhoodKiddush Luncheon Sponsored by Sisterhood    

1pm Study Session Part II, led by Jan Katz: 1pm Study Session Part II, led by Jan Katz: 1pm Study Session Part II, led by Jan Katz: 1pm Study Session Part II, led by Jan Katz:     

“Miriam’s Legacy: Replenishing a Well Gone Dry”“Miriam’s Legacy: Replenishing a Well Gone Dry”“Miriam’s Legacy: Replenishing a Well Gone Dry”“Miriam’s Legacy: Replenishing a Well Gone Dry”    
    

Complete details to follow in the January bulletinComplete details to follow in the January bulletinComplete details to follow in the January bulletinComplete details to follow in the January bulletin    
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All in the Family   To submit information, contact the Temple Office at 266-3223 

December Birthday Wishes! 

Annette Strassman Dec. 1  
Lori Davis  Dec. 2  
William Farash  Dec. 3  
Shira Presberg  Dec. 3  
Adele Gan  Dec. 4  
Ann Howell  Dec. 5  
Stephen Papkin  Dec. 5  
Philip Katzman  Dec. 11  
Sara Steinfeld  Dec. 16  
Brooke Weinstein Dec. 20  
Shirley Grossman Dec. 22  
Keenan Bloom  Dec. 25  
Ellen Hersch Duchano Dec. 26  
Susan Drexler  Dec. 27  
Neil Hyman  Dec. 27  
Alex Cohen  Dec. 29  
Jordan Cohen  Dec. 29  
Scott Davis  Dec. 29  
Merrie Franklin  Dec. 31  

Our Sincerest Condolences 
to the friends and family of: 

 

Joseph Y. Goldstien 
Joseph W. Phillips  

Happy  Anniversary! 
 

Dr. Allan & Wendy Robbins December 9  
Leonard & Deborah Hyman December 18  
Jerald & Beverly Engel  December 24  

Felicia Minton, daughter of Rebecca 
Powers, will celebrate her Bat-Mitzvah, 
on December 19th, 2009. Felicia is the 
granddaughter of Leonard and Deborah 
Hyman and great-granddaughter of Ce-
cil Wolfson. 
 
Felicia is a seventh grader at Dake Jun-
ior High School. She loves music and 
playing her clarinet. She most recently 

was accepted in and performed with the 
Hochstein Junior Wind Symphony, but 
also plays in the Dake Wind Ensemble. 
Felicia enjoys playing with her dogs and 
cats and sometimes even her younger 
sister Korinne. MAZEL TOV, we all love 
you very much! 

Please make sure to mark your calendars for the 
evening of February 27th when we’ll celebrate      
Purim – this is a Saturday so we should be able 
to have a rousing time with little concern as to the 
next morning. 

Mazel Tov, Bat Mitzvah! 

Thank you, Thank you! 
 

Thank you, Lisa Klein,  for your help with shopping for 
and donating kiddush supplies.  
 

Thank you, Barbara Weber, for you tireless efforts in 
the TBD kitchen.  
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Welcome to Family Services at Temple Beth David 

Please come to our Family Service on the first and third Shabbat of each month!  This ser-
vice is for school aged children and their parents. We have a great time discussing Torah, 
singing together, and learning new prayers.  Join us on the following dates! 

 
If you have any questions, please call Nancy Kraus at 385-3696.  

 

Sign up to be on our email reminder list by  
emailing Nancy at nancyronkraus@earthlink.net 

December 5 and 19  January 2 and 16 
February 6 and 20  March 6 and 20 

April  3 and 17  May 1 and 15 
June 5 and 19 

December Office Hours (unchanged) 
Sundays: 8:30am - Noon  and  1pm - 5pm  

Monday through Friday 10 a.m.  -  2:30 p.m.  and Tuesdays:  4 - 6 p.m. 
Limited office hours Dec. 6th:   3pm to 5pm Office will be closed  Dec 22, 23, 24, 25, 27 
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Donations Received October 1 to October 31, 2009 

Please Note: Every effort is made to 
ensure accuracy in the Bulletin.   Please 
let us know if an error is made and we 
will ensure a correction is noted in the 

next Bulletin.  

DAVID SOLOMON FUND 

In Memory of: 
Our Parents and Brothers 
 Morris & Betty Herman 
Minnie Dell 
 Art & Ida Dell 
Toby (Tillie) Rosen 
 Ronald & Jean Brandwein 
Felicia Zamder 
 Max & Sonia Mantelmacher 
Herb Hirsch 
 Paul & Cindy Halpern 
Herbert Sugarman 
 Dr. Saul & Helen Presberg 
Arnold Fleisher 
 Rae Fleisher 
Happy Birthday Wishes! 
Dan Saltzman 
Stan Gross 
Matthew Steinfeld 
 Pam Rosen & Gary Cohen 
Eva Abrams 
 Miriam Bernstein 
In Appreciation 
Samuel Asher 
 Werner and Rosalin Marx 
Happy Anniversary Wishes! 
Michael & Linda Horowitz 
  Pam Rosen & Gary Cohen 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In Memory of: 
Lillian Candles 
 Marvin & Linda Raphael 
Harold and Selma Kay 
 Stephen & Marcia Kay 
Happy Birthday Wishes! 
Eva Abrams 
 Julia Freedland 
  Betty Herman 
 Sue Lederer 
Marv Raphael 
 Pam Rosen & Gary Cohen 

TORAH REPAIR FUND 
In Memory of: 
Chana & Meyer Neuberg 
 Fay Neuberg 
Sydney Frank 
Charolotte Frank 
 Marvin & Shirley Frank 
Evalyn Stoler 
 Beverly & Michael Zwick 
Happy Birthday Wishes! 
Margaret Kearney 
Paul Halpern 
 Pam Rosen and Gary Cohen 
Happy Anniversary Wishes! 
Scott & Lori Davis 
 Pam Rosen & Gary Cohen 
 
MARSHA FISHMAN EDUC. FUND 

In Memory of: 
Rachel Ojalvo 
Sarah Ouriel 
 Milt and Dorothy Smith 
Betty H. Katzen 
 Harold & Dolly Fishman 
Pearl Gallant 
 Elaine Gallant 
Audrey Gordon 
 Dolly & Harold Fishman 
Esther Busch 
 Annette Shapiro 
 

RABBI SKOPITZ YOUTH FUND 
In Memory of: 
Rabbi Laurence Skopitz 
 Jerald & Beverly Engel 
Oscar Skopitz 
 Hyla & Shalom Skopitz 
 Linda Roth 
Arthur Goldman 
Beatrice Goldman 
 Ira & Sherry Goldman 
Michael Joseph Kahn 
 Fronie Hoffman (correction) 
Bella & Sam Silbernagel 
 Max & Sonia Mantelmacher 
Happy Birthday Wishes! 
Florence Phillips 
 Pam Rosen and Gary Cohen 

SHIVA CHEVRA FUND 
In Memory of: 
Betty Katzen 
 Art & Ida Dell 
 
MITZVAH / KIDDUSH FUND 
In Memory of: 
Pearl Gallant 
 Irwin & Annette Applebaum 
Carl Levy 
Max Franklin 
 Pam Rosen & Gary Cohen 
 
MEMORIAL PLAQUES 
Joseph A. Klein 
 Helen Klein 

• October 17, Sponsored Cholent In Honor 
of Michael Halpern reading Torah by 

Paul and Cindy Halpern 

• October 24, Sponsored Cholent In Honor  
of Aviella Winder reading Haftorah, by 

her Grandparents 

• November 7, Sponsored Kiddush and 
Cholent In Honor of Benjamin and Re-
becca Saltman’s B’Nai Mitzvah, by their 

parents, Dan and Risa Saltzman. 

• November 14, Sponsored Kiddush  

In Honor of Marvin & Marcia Davis’ 

50th Wedding Anniversary. 

• November 21, Sponsored Kiddush In 

Honor of 2008 - 2009 New Members. 

• December 5, Sponsored Kiddush and 
Cholent by Dorothy Sherr In Memory of 
her parents, Harry and Molly Cherry as 

well as her husband, Joseph Sherr. 

• December 19, Sponsored Kiddush and 
Cholent In Honor of Felicia Minton’s Bat 
Mitzvah by her mother, Rebecca Hyman-

Powers. 

Sponsored Kiddushes  
and Cholents 
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Temple Beth David played host to a spe-
cial guest, a Jewish Iraq War veteran, this 
past Labor Day Weekend. Sgt. Marci 
Nemtzow, a member U.S. Army’s Tenth 
Mountain Division, is a veteran of both 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. While 
serving in Iraq she was the lay leader for 
Jewish service members in her unit.  Sgt. 
Nemtzow visited Temple Beth David to 
thank its members for the service projects 
which benefited her and other Jews serv-
ing in the military overseas. 
 
 Sgt. Nemtzow attended Shabbat ser-
vices on Friday evening and Saturday.  
After the Saturday morning service she 
answered questions from the congrega-
tion about her experiences as a Jew serv-
ing in two wars. The service was followed 
by a special kiddish in her honor. Sgt. 
Nemtzow expressed her gratitude to the 
congregation for their support of Jewish 
soldiers.  In particular, she noted that had 
the Temple not sent her a Pesach care 
package she would have had no kosher 
foods to observe the holiday with. 

 
Over the past year, Sgt. Nemtzow re-
ceived several care packages to help her 
fellow Jewish soldiers celebrate the Jew-
ish holidays. Among these packages 
were: cookies, gelt and cards by school-
children for Hanukkah; dozens of Haman-

taschen for Purim and Matzos and other 
delicacies for Pesach. The care package 
projects have been a joint effort between 
Temple Beth David and the Irondequoit 
Hebrew Studies Center coordinated by 
Temple Beth David member Keith Freed-
man. 

 
 Shortly after her visit, Sgt. Nemtzow was 
reassigned to Fort Rucker in Alabama. 
The Temple hopes to continue to work 
with her and to “adopt” the small Jewish 
community located at her new base. 

 
Presently, the Temple and the Ironde-
quoit Hebrew Studies Center are collect-
ing Hanukkah cards to be sent to Jewish 

soldiers serving both overseas (in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Korea) as well as those 
who continue to service our nation back 
in the United States.  Anyone interested 
in sending Hanukkah cards may drop 
them off at the Temple Beth David office 
by Wed. 11/25/2009. 

 
Special thanks must be given to: Rabbi 
Aviva Berg of Temple Beth David, former 
Temple Beth David Rabbi Geoffrey 
Goldberg and I.H.S.C. Principal Marcy 
Berger for their support of the projects; 
Temple Beth David members who do-
nated to these projects; and to Keith 
Freedman for his coordination of these 
endeavors. 

JEWISH IRAQ WAR VETERAN  
     VISITS TEMPLE BETH DAVID 

About the TBD Sisterhood Gift Shop 
 

The TBD gift shop is run by members of sisterhood, and all of the profits go into benefit-
ting the Temple. Debbie Steinfeld and Judy Levy took the shop over a number of years 
ago, and updated it by remodeling and bringing in new merchandise. Linda Servetnick 
took it over in September 2008. While the shop stocks typical religious “staples”, Linda 
strives to find the most interesting Judaica and giftware made in Israel.  All of the prices 
in the shop are well below retail or below what an individual would pay on the web. The 
shop stocks holiday paper goods, candles, mezuzahs, jewelry, educational toys, and will 
gladly order tefillin or tallit from a huge assortment of catalogs. Certain items are too 
expensive or personal-choice to stock, but Linda is still happy to help. We hope you 
enjoyed our Annual Sidewalk Sale and Book Fair November 22, but it is not too late! 
The shop is open during Hebrew school Sundays (9:30-12) or by appointment.  
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Yahrzeits   From Dec. 1 to Dec. 31, 2009  (Kislev 14 to Tevet 14, 5770) 

Name Civil  Jewish 
Ida Goldstein Dec. 1 Kislev 14 
Isaac Harris Dec. 1 Kislev 14 
Bernard Judovitz Dec. 1 Kislev 14 
Mollie Young Dec. 1 Kislev 14 
Evelyn Cohen Dec. 2 Kislev 15 
Esther Lederman Dec. 2 Kislev 15 
Leonard Stoler Dec. 2 Kislev 15 
Herbert Goldberg Dec. 4 Kislev 17 
Leonard E. Kaufman Dec. 4 Kislev 17 
Jacob Kreag Dec. 4 Kislev 17 
Jennie Rubin Dec. 4 Kislev 17 
Marvin Wiseman Dec. 4 Kislev 17 
Molly Connuck Dec. 5 Kislev 18 
Max Roth Dec. 5 Kislev 18 
Gussie Stein Dec. 5 Kislev 18 
Harry Stein Dec. 5 Kislev 18 
Madeline Berger Dec. 6 Kislev 19 
Marie Goldwasser Dec. 6 Kislev 19 
Max Rosenthal Dec. 6 Kislev 19 
Arnold Shapiro Dec. 6 Kislev 19 
Jacob Laffer Dec. 7 Kislev 20 
Louis Steinfeld Dec. 7 Kislev 20 
Louis Steinfeld Dec. 7 Kislev 20 
Abraham Berkowitz Dec. 8 Kislev 21 
Nathan Dorfman Dec. 8 Kislev 21 
Regina Einhorn Dec. 8 Kislev 21 
Bernard Friedman Dec. 8 Kislev 21 
Sara Gorelick Dec. 8 Kislev 21 
Anna Pollock Dec. 8 Kislev 21 
Elsie Grashow Dec. 9 Kislev 22 
Ralph Scoll Dec. 9 Kislev 22 
Leonard Gordon Dec. 10 Kislev 23 
Joseph Stein Dec. 10 Kislev 23 
Max Ambush Dec. 11 Kislev 24 
Sylvia Berger Dec. 12 Kislev 25 
Abraham Berkov Dec. 12 Kislev 25 
Max Berson Dec. 12 Kislev 25 
Rosalie Bloom Dec. 12 Kislev 25 
Gay Hersch Dec. 12 Kislev 25 
Laurence Skopitz Dec. 12 Kislev 25 
Nathan Goldwasser Dec. 13 Kislev 26 
Donald Millstone Dec. 13 Kislev 26 
David Silver Dec. 13 Kislev 26 
Tibey Porrath Dec. 14 Kislev 27 
Abe Testa Dec. 14 Kislev 27 
Anna Fain Dec. 15 Kislev 28 
Dora Lutzky Dec. 15 Kislev 28 
Marvin Sacks Dec. 15 Kislev 28 
Lillian Bridge Dec. 16 Kislev 29 
Albert Brightman Dec. 16 Kislev 29 
Louis Levin Dec. 16 Kislev 29 
Maurice Nobel Dec. 16 Kislev 29 
Julia Stiller Dec. 16 Kislev 29 

Name Civil  Jewish 
Rebecca Germanow Dec. 17 Kislev 30 
Sheldon Harris Dec. 17 Kislev 30 
Samuel Herman Dec. 18 Tevet 1 
Edith Levy Dec. 18 Tevet 1 
Mimi Marcus Dec. 18 Tevet 1 
Paul Vanas Dec. 18 Tevet 1 
Ben Drexler Dec. 19 Tevet 2 
Beatrice Herzog Dec. 19 Tevet 2 
Fajwel Kinel Dec. 19 Tevet 2 
Phillip Zellen Dec. 19 Tevet 2 
Harrry Berinstein Dec. 20 Tevet 3 
Maurice Garey Dec. 20 Tevet 3 
Irene Herman Dec. 20 Tevet 3 
Barnet Selby Dec. 20 Tevet 3 
Willard Derman Dec. 21 Tevet 4 
Anna Robbins Dec. 21 Tevet 4 
Mildred Safer Dec. 21 Tevet 4 
Lillian Mountain Dec. 22 Tevet 5 
Grace Gittel Springer Dec. 22 Tevet 5 
Joseph Weissman Dec. 22 Tevet 5 
Lillian Yaravitz Dec. 22 Tevet 5 
Phillip Berger Dec. 23 Tevet 6 
Joseph Bernstein Dec. 23 Tevet 6 
Fanny Rosen Dec. 23 Tevet 6 
Samuel Stein Dec. 23 Tevet 6 
Philip Fain Dec. 24 Tevet 7 
Selma Feldman Dec. 24 Tevet 7 
Jack Hoffman Dec. 24 Tevet 7 
Elsie Perlman Dec. 24 Tevet 7 
Harry Selkowitz Dec. 24 Tevet 7 
Sarah (Smitty) Grossberg  
 Dec. 25 Tevet 8 
Blanche Packard Dec. 25 Tevet 8 
Joseph Donsky Dec. 26 Tevet 9 
Eddy Kazdan Dec. 26 Tevet 9 
Aryeh Reznik Dec. 26 Tevet 9 
Herbert Rubin Dec. 27 Tevet 10 
Rabbi Abraham Rubin Dec. 27 Tevet 10 
Serafine Rubin Dec. 27 Tevet 10 
Sadie Swartz Dec. 27 Tevet 10 
Lena Testa Dec. 27 Tevet 10 
Michael Feldman Dec. 28 Tevet 11 
David Moldawsky May Dec. 28 Tevet 11 
Eugene Rosenbaum Dec. 28 Tevet 11 
Ann Cohn Dec. 29 Tevet 12 
Sandra Garey Kaye Dec. 29 Tevet 12 
Morris Schnidman Dec. 30 Tevet 13 
Louis Hurwitz Dec. 31 Tevet 14 
Bella Nussbaum Dec. 31 Tevet 14 
Nissim Ojalvo Dec. 31 Tevet 14 
Solomon Phillips Dec. 31 Tevet 14 
Sharon Garey Slavin Dec. 31 Tevet 14 
Rose Weinstein Dec. 31 Tevet 14 
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Minimum Donations 
 

Greeting Card Mailed Out  $7.50 ea.       
3 or more Memorial or  $6.00 ea. 
    Greeting Cards ($18.00) 
 

Tree of Life Leaf $72.00 
Siddur Sim Shalom $30.00 
HH Prayer Book $25.00 
Etz Hayim  $75.00 
Basic Kiddush $72.00 
Cholent Sponsor $18.00 
Wine/Challah Sponsor $18.00 
 

Memorial Plaque    $270.00 
     Non Member $414.00 
 

Cemetery Plots In Riverside 
     Member $600.00 
     Non-Member $800.00 

385-1006 
Lynn Baker Alent 

Address: 
From:  _______________________________ 
 
 _______________________________ 
 
 _______________________________ 

 
To:  ________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________ 

Reason for Card/Message:  

Fund :  � D. Solomon     � M. Fishman    � Rabbi Skopitz Youth Fund � Temple Residence 
 � Mitzvah/Kiddush  � TBD Capital Improvement  � Library � H. Kraus/Adult Ed. 
 � Torah Repair Fund   � USY/Kadima   � Shiva Chevra    � Rabbi Discretionary’s Fund 
 
Minimum Donation is $7.50. If no fund is specified, David Solomon Building Fund will be named.  
 

GILBERT ROSENBAUM FUND DONATIONS AND CARD REQUESTS ARE HANDLED SEPARATELY: 

Please send card requests and donations to: Richard Steinfeld, 144 Dunbarton Dr., Rochester, NY 14618      

Send a Card to a friend or loved one!  
 
 

Make checks payable to: Temple Beth David, 3200 St. Paul Blvd., Rochester, NY 14617  
 
Date ____________    Amount enclosed $__________ (minimum donation $7.50) 

 



An Affiliate of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 

Temple Beth David 
3200 St. Paul Blvd. 
Rochester, NY 14617
    

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage  

PAID 
Rochester, NY 

Permit No. 1111 

Temple Funds: 
• Capital Improvement Fund 
• David Solomon Memorial Building Fund  
• Gilbert Rosenbaum Fund  
• Herb Kraus Adult Education Fund 
• Library Fund                
• Mitzvah Kiddush Fund 

• Marsha Fishman Memorial Education Fund 
• Rabbi Skopitz Memorial Youth Fund 
• Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

• Shabbaton Fund 

• Shiva Chevra Fund 

• Temple Residence Fund 

• Torah Repair Fund 

• USY/Kadima Fund 

Executive Officers: 
 

President: Ron Kraus 
Vice Presidents: 
• Administration: Bill Gertzog 
• Finance: Sy Zivan  
• Ritual: Gary Cohen 
• Education: Sue Eckhaus 
• Building: Michael Walker  
• Recording Secretary: Susan Drexler  

Change Service Requested 

Temple Activity Chairs: 
 

Judaica Shop:  Linda Servetnick 
Men’s Club:  Jonathan Papkin 
Sisterhood: Florence Phillips 
Bikkur Cholim: Karen Zivan 
Bulletin Folding:  Mrs. Sylvia Stiller 
Book of Remembrance: C. Halpern & D. Steinfeld 
Bingo: Sylvia Roth 
Publicity: Helen Kashtan 
Shiva Chevra: Florence Phillips 
USY/Kadima Advisor: Sue Kruchten 
Website Coordinator: Mike Berke 
 

Temple Office:  Maria Dewhirst      266-3223 
Temple Website: www.templebethdavid.uscjhost.net/ 
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