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The mission of Temple Beth David is to provide an environment where the concepts of community prayer, education,                                                                 

and service to the greater Jewish community are provided within the context of Conservative Judaism. We pride ourselves on      

being  a friendly, participatory, egalitarian community, welcoming all to be a part of our synagogue family. 

The festivals of Pesach and 
Shavuot are spaced exactly 
seven weeks apart and unlike 
the interval between any other 
festivals, Jewish tradition 
makes quite a big deal about 
this particular inter-festival 
period, known as the omer.  
 

The period of the omer was 
one of great anticipation and 
anxiety for farmers in ancient 
Israel as they waited to see 
what the first grain crops of the 
season would yield. 
Thousands of years later, even 
though we have become quite 
used to finding grains and 
fresh produce year-round at 
our local markets, the Jewish 
People continue this ritual of 
counting the 49 days between 
Pesach and Shavuot.  
 

In addition to its agricultural 
significance, the omer is also  
a countdown (or countup, 
actually) of the seven weeks 
between our Exodus from 

Egypt and the giving of the 
Torah at Mt. Sinai. Our sages 
explain to us that the Exodus 
wasn’t an end in itself, but 
rather a means to an end: God 
took us out of the impurity of 
the Egyptian bondage in order 
to give us the purity of 
revelation. Spiritually, we as a 
people needed to be free from 
the tyranny of Pharaoh in order 
to enter a liberating 
relationship with the Blessed 
Holy One. 
 

Therefore, every year the omer 
is the Jewish version of the 
Times Square Ball Drop, when 
Jews count aloud in unison 
every evening. To the 
uninitiated, it might seem like  
a rather peculiar practice to 
make a daily point of 
announcing: “Today is the first 
day of the omer” and then the 
next day, “Today is the second 
day of the omer”, etc. for 49 
days on end. But at another 
level, even in our modern age 
it serves a function by 
providing us with a unique 
opportunity to take stock of our 
lives and of God’s gifts to us.  
 

The Pesach Haggadah 
reminds us that in each and 
every generation, one ought to 

see oneself as personally 
having left Egypt, a place and 
experience of constriction and 
restriction. In our lives, we all 
have habits and behaviors 
which trap and sabotage us 
and impede the progress we 
would like to make. These 
comprise our own personal 
Egypts which we yearn to 
escape, our own individual 
worlds of slavery which we 
long to abandon so as to move 
forward and enter worlds of 
greater personal, social and 
spiritual responsibility. 
 

The Jewish mystics viewed 
this time of year as being 
pregnant with possibility, 
offering great potential for 
spiritual growth and 
development. It also helps that 
the promise of spring coincides 
as a sort of redemption itself 
after a long and punishing 
winter, inspiring and 
encouraging us to feel hopeful 
and positive about what we 
ourselves can accomplish. The 
omer, then, is our reminder to 
set time aside to focus on our 
own growth and flourishing. 
 

The psalmist of old famously 
requests of God in Psalm 90: 

(Continued on page 2) 

From the Rabbi Michael Silbert                                       rabbi@tbdrochester.org 
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From the President      Andrew Berger    Andrew.Berger@Rochester.edu 

 
      

There have apparently been many sunrises and sunsets since February 

2005.  By the end of the time period covered by this May/June 2018 Bulletin, 

the “little girl I carried” will have had her bat mitzvah.  Karen and I look       

forward to seeing many of you on June 23 as the TBD community             

celebrates.  B’nai mitzvot at TBD are not quite as rare as solar eclipses,   

but they are uncommon; this it is the only one during the 2018, and we have 

one scheduled for 2019 (Seth Katzman). 

In the last Bulletin, I asked you to send us information about yahrzeit 

plaques.  Thank you to all who replied!  Now that we have a sense of numbers, we are laying 

plans to put plaques on display, with room to grow as more requests come in.  I want to thank 

Ed Drexler and the members of his Artwork Committee (Sue Lederer, Sue Drexler, Alison 

Helms, Linda Phillips, and Scott Davis), as well as Rebecca Weber, for their continued hard 

work. 

Plans are afoot to pack lunches for the needy once again.  Lunch packing was a program that 

many of you enjoyed in years past.  We’re still working out the details, and we’ll make a full   

announcement as soon as possible.  I wanted to mention it here as an example of what      

happens when a pair of motivated people talk to each other and say, “We should do this!”  If 

you have an idea of something you want to see happening – whether it’s a Tikkun Olam activity 

like this, or a social gathering, or a learning opportunity -- I would love to hear from you. 

Regards, 

Andrew 

“Teach us to number our days, so that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” Well, I can’t help 
thinking that the omer is at least one solution to this challenge; it is a counting/numbering 
technique that our tradition itself came up with to help our hearts grow wiser, our lives feel more 
spiritually fulfilled and our souls feel closer to God. 
 

Many of us are used to setting plans to achieve goals, whether they be financial goals, diets to 

reach a weight target, exercise regimens to reach fitness levels, etc. Similarly, the omer is our 

opportunity to set spiritual and personal growth goals – the kind of goals we almost always 

overlook. 

 

Make a plan and start counting. Be aware of the importance of the work you need to do with 

yourself, trust in how much you deserve to reap the rewards of this work and make the most of 

this auspicious and fruitful period.  

 

Bivrachah /  / בברכהwith blessings, 

Rabbi Michael Silbert 
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All in the Family  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Birthdays 

Alice Nussbaum    May 2 
Kevin Fleissig   May 4  
Sue Lederer    May 20 
Evan Kashtan   May 21 
Judy Wolbert    May 21 
Elena Davis    May 24 
Robert Hersch   May 24 
Maxine Newman   May 24 
Ron Kraus    May 25 
Burt Segelin    May 26 
Sandra Cohen   May 28 
 

May Anniversaries 

Tom & Judy Wolbert     May 24 
Michael & Laurie Peres     May 29 
Ron & Nancy Kraus      May 31 
David & Sue Langmann  May 31 
Burt & Marilyn Segelin  May 31 
 

June Birthdays 

Howard Brill            June 1 
Barbara Grosh     June 1 
Jonathan Rich    June 1 
Risa Saltzman    June 1 
Rheva Kleinberg    June 2 
Sue Eckhaus     June 6 
Lisa Keeley     June 8 
Nancy Kraus     June 10 
Mayim Smookler    June 10 
Steve Wolbert    June 11 
Judy Fleissig     June 16 
Juliet Lande     June 16 
Joanne Katzman    June 22 
Lee Lande     June 23 
Sam Kashtan    June 27 
Mira Phillips     June 30 

 

June Anniversaries 

Dan & Barbara Goldman   June 5 
Myron & Rheva Kleinberg   June 7 
Mike & Toby Berke    June 12 
Steven Meyers & Barbara Weber  June 14
  
Jim & Sharon Parkman   June 14 
Jonathan Rich & Bonnie Abrams-Rich June 16 
Ron & Jean Brandwein   June 18 
Ed & Sue Drexler    June 18 
Dan & Alice Nussbaum   June 20 
Paul & Judy Eissenstat   June 25 

Marlena will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on June 23.        

She is the daughter of Andrew and Karen Berger and 

the younger sister of Henry.  Marlena is a seventh    

grader at Twelve Corners Middle School in Brighton.  

Her passions include Irish dance, volleyball, bassoon, 

and languages.  She has appreciated learning from    

Morah Alice (Nussbaum), Rabbi Smookler, and Rabbi 

Silbert, along with her father who has taught her the 

trope. The service will take place in the main B'rith     

Kodesh sanctuary. Marlena Berger 
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Donations   Received February 16, 2018 - April 15, 2018 

DAVID SOLOMON FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
Julian Braiman 
          Phillip & Susan Lederer 
          Howard & Helen Kashtan 
          Gary Cohen & Pam Rosen 
          Bernie Roth 
          Ira W. Siegel 
          Suzanne Keck 
          Carol & Jennifer Shulman 
          Myron & Rheva Kleinberg 
          Ellis & Marsha Caplan 
Jordan Cohen 
          Shelly Braiman 
          Scott & Lori Davis 
          Harry & Adele Gan 
          Lisa Klein 
          Irving Mindlin 
          Douglas & Michelle Sternberg 
          Kevin McTighe & Harriet Driss 
          Susan Wood 
          James & Sharon Parkman 
          Lilly Sherman 
          Bill & Maria Dewhirst 
          Marc Lande & Linda Servetnik 
          Scott & Merrie Franklin 
          Jonathan Feldman & Alison Helms 
          Edward & Susan Drexler 
          Phillip $ Susan Lederer 
          Ronald & Jean Brandwein 
          Robert Kessler 
          Cynthia Halpern 
          Daniel & Alice Nussbaum 
          Mike & Toby Berke 
          Lewis Rothberg & Shelby Nelson 
          Andrew & Karen Berger 
Sharon Taylor 
Dora Lustik 
Morris Fleisher 
Etta Fleisher 
          Rae Fleisher 
Erwin Newell 
Sylvia Leonard 
          Myron & Rheva Kleinberg 
Harry Cohen 
          Sandra Cohen 
Morris Herman 
          Phillip & Susan Lederer 
Esther Stein 
          Marsha Greenberg 
Anita Bauman 
          Howard & Helen Kashtan 
          Stanley & Michelle Gross 
          Myron & Rheva Kleinberg 
Dorothy Sherr 
          Stanley & Michelle Gross 
Dorothy Smith 
          Annette Applebaum 
Samuel Katzman 
          Phillip & Joanne Katzman 
 
IN APPRECIATION OF TEMPLE 
Raul Gonzales 
LeTicia Lee 

SOLDIERS FUND 
 IN SUPPORT 
          Gary Cohen & Pam Rosen 
          Cynthia Halpern 
          Phillip & Susan Lederer 
          Bernard Roth 
          Ronald & Jean Brandwein 
          Eva Zweifler 
          Howard & Sandra Brenner 
          Lilly Sherman 
          Bill & Lisa Keeley 
          Marc Lande & Linda Servetnik 
          Temple B’rith Kodesh Sisterhood 
          Jonathan Feldman & Alison Helms 
          Edward & Susan Drexler 
          Marvin & Marcia Davis 
          Annette Applebaum 
          Maxine Newman 
          Scott, Lori, Brandon & Elena Davis 
          Daniel & Alice Nussbaum 
          Michael Teres & Phyllis Hirsch 
          Ronald & Carol Schott 
          Ira Cohen 
          Daniel & Diane Shapiro 
          Sidney Markus 
          Phillip & Joanne Katzman 
          Kevin & Judy Fleissig 
          Benson & Mindy Zoghlin 
          James & Sharon Parkman 
          Burton & Marilyn Segelin 
          Edward & Susan Drexler 
          Karen Schaffer 
          Barry & Julene Gilbert 
          Anne Korenstein 
          Lewis Rothberg & Shelby Nelson 
          Stanley & Elaine Schaffer 
          Howard & Sue Weiner 
          Roberta Kinel 
          Gary Curwin & Jane Besdin-Curwin 
          David & Carol Buchoff 
          Frances Neurock 
          Scott Bauman 
          Mark Shapiro 
          Stanley & Michelle Gross 
          Jeffrey & Shannon Kreshtool 
 

MITZVAH KIDDUSH FUND  
IN MEMORY OF 
Jordan Cohen 
           Phil & Joanne Katzman 
           Howard & Helen Kashtan 
           Howard Brill & Barbara Grosh 
Abraham Rothberg 
           Lewis Rothberg & Shelby Nelson 
Sam Applebaum 
           Annette Applebaum 
Gerald Kugel 
           Stephen & Allison Resch 
Harry Abelson 
Lillian Abelson 
Obbe Abelson 
           Rhea Feinberg 
Harold Phillips 
           Florence Phillips 

MARSHA FISHMAN EDUCATION FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
Julian Braiman 
Jordan Cohen 
Emma Rosenthal 
          Harold and Dolly Fishman 
David Phillips 
          Florence Phillips 
Sara Gorelick 
          Sol & Miriam Ahitow 
 

HERB KRAUS EDUCATION FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
ALLEN GREENBERG 
          Marsha Greeberg 
 

RABBI SKOPITZ FUND  
IN MEMORY OF 
Julian Braiman 
           Maxine Newman 
Jackie Corbett 
           Pam Rosen & Gary Cohen 
Jack Spitulnik 
           Gail Spitulnik 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
Florence Etingoff 
           Jerold & Barbara Etingoff 
George Ritz 
Ida Ritz 
           Millicent Ritz 
Minetta Klein 
           Lisa Klein 
Rita Schnidman 
Eli Caplan 
Sam Greenberg 
           Frank Schnidman 
Jordan Cohen 
           Rhea Feinberg 
           David & Susan Langmann 
           Sid Markus 
            Marc Lande & Linda Servetnick 
Anita Bauman 
           Sid Markus 
Leonard Lutsky 
           Phillip & Susan Lederer 
Sidney Gallant 
           Annette Applebaum 
 
IN APPRECIATION OF RABBI SILBERT 
Lisa Sozzi 

Donate online at www.tbdrochester.org 

Special thanks to those who                  
sponsored Kiddush, Cholent or             

Soup for Shabbat 

David & Susan Langmann,                         
Phillip & Susan Lederer,                   

Bernard Roth and Lilly Sherman 
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Donate online at www.tbdrochester.org 

Friday, June 15      6:00 p.m. 

Kabbalat Shabbat service followed by                  
wine and challah oneg.  

Join us for a shared Shabbat dinner. 

Friday, May 18 6:30 p.m. 

$12 per person  

We will provide the main course, salmon and pasta.         
You provide the salads, sides and dessert! 

RVSP to the Temple Office by May 11                                      
and it's only $9 per person. 

Watch our weekly news for more details. 

** Open to the community ** 

 Temple Beth David and Temple Beth El  

                                  present the 

2nd Annual Joint Golf Outing and Kosher Dinner 

* Save the Date - August 6, 2018 * 

Eagle Vale Golf Course Fairport, NY 

Erev Shavuot Day 1     May 19 

Mincha Service at 7:00 p.m.,                                   
followed by light dairy meal and study session 

RVSP by May 14 

To suggest themes for the study session,                              
contact Gary Cohen at 329-4765. 
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Yahrzeits             Date Observed 

May 1 
Michelle Blumkin 
Merrill Cohen 
Kathryn Schwartz 
 
May 2 
Rhoda David 
 
May 3 
Jacob Kinel 
Max Stark 
 
May 4 
Bruce Newman 
Lillian Pies 
 
May 5 
Solomon Berke 
Sylvia Peskowitz 
 
May 6 
Irwin Applebaum 
Hetty Mentel 
 
May 8 
Phillip Keirn 
 
May 9 
Mildred Gertzog 
 
May 10 
Irving Bridge 
Betty Herman 
 
May 12 
Arthur Dell 
Harry Eissenstat 
 
May 13 
David Bauman 
Lena Shaub Smith 
 
May 16 
Mollie Markus 
Gloria (Goldie) Sosne 
 
May 18 
Samuel Hochman 
 
 

May 19 
Anne Hoffman 
Jack Weber 
 
May 21 
Harry Ambush 
Doris Cherkasky 
Leo Langmann 
Dorothy Shindel 
 
May 22 
Calvin Rosenbaum 
Sylvia Roth 
 
May 24 
Ben Smith 
 
May 25 
Abraham Grossman 
William Horowitz 
Philip Ritz 
 
May 26 
Al Rosen 
Jacob Stiller 
 
May 27 
Arlen Brodsky 
 
May 29 
Joseph M. Haymoff 
Morris Levin 
 
May 30 
Leah Donsky 
Sara Rousso 
 
May 31 
Harold Baker 
Louis Levin 
Esther Pickus 
Louis Schatz 
 
June 1 
Nellie Eissenstat 
 
June 2 
Harry Cohen 
Lois Markus 
Thelma Messinger 

June 3 
Estelle Frieder Berke 
Janet Steinfeld-Feldman 
 
June 4 
Eunice Freedman 
 
June 5 
Esther (Erna) Przewuzman 
Ida Rosenbaum 
 
June 6 
Joseph Blumkin 
 
June 8 
Eugene Brandwein 
David Shur 
 
June 9 
Hyman Freedman 
Sylvia D. Stiller 
 
June 10 
Burton Lurie 
Philip Lurie 
 
June 11 
Edith Krovetz Jaffey 
 
June 12 
Markus Phillips 
Jean Rosen 
Ruth Rubin 
 
June 13 
Jacob Grossman 
 
June 14 
Hyman Cherkasky 
Helen Davis Penzik 
 
June 15 
Celia Lurie 
 
June 16 
Aaron Kinel 
Abe Rothstein 
 
June 18 
Morris Segelin 

June 20 
Elva Wexler 
 
June 21 
Marian Cummins 
Beverly Stark Schaffer 
 
June 22 
Chaya Sarah Schnidman 
Rabbi Aaron Solomon 
 
June 23 
Anna Roxin 
 
June 24 
Ida Farash 
Herman Garey 
 
June 25 
Samuel Wandersman 
 
June 27 
Jacob Neuberg 
Kurt Peter Schaffer 
 
June 28 
Eli Bauman 
Boruch Bobkowski 
Chaya Sora Bobkowski 
Moshe Chemie Bobkowski 
Sora Blumert Bobkowski 
 
June 29 
Al Diamond 
 
June 30 
Joseph Retta 

The yahrzeit date  

that appears above    

is the date of            

observance using the 

secular calendar. 

These dates match 

those of the Hebrew  

calendar for the actual 

date of death. 
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SEND A CARD TO A FRIEND OR LOVED ONE!  

Checks payable to: Temple Beth David, 2131 Elmwood Avenue, Suite 204 , Rochester, NY 14618  

Date ______________   Amount enclosed $__________   (minimum donation $10, or two for $18.) 

Donor Information: 

Name:  ______________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________ 

Recipient Information: 

Name:  ______________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________ 

Card Message:  

Get Well Wishes 
In Honor  
In Appreciation 

In Memory of ___________________________ 
In Honor of _____________________________ 
Congratulations on  ______________________ 

Note: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fund:   If no fund is specified, donation will be made to the David Solomon Fund. 

 David Solomon Fund 
 Marsha Fishman Youth Education Fund         
 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  
 Mitzvah/Kiddush Donation 

 Herb Kraus Adult Education Fund 
 Rabbi Skopitz Fund     
 Soldier’s Project Fund      
 Torah Repair Fund       

 

Do you receive our Weekly News email? 
 If not, you are missing out on the latest news about                                                                

Temple Beth David services and events, as well as community information.        

Call or email the Temple Office to add your name to the mailing list!  

 

Donations and dues payments may now be accepted online! Visit our DONATE page at 

www.tbdrochester.org  Online donation minimum $10. 

HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability     

and Accountability Act of 1996) is       

United States legislation that provides 

data privacy and security provisions     

for safeguarding medical information.      

Hospitals are no longer permitted to    

contact the temple office to notify us      

of admitted congregants.                     

Please contact the office                       

with family news. 
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Address Service Requested 

Executive Board: 

President: Andrew Berger 
Vice Presidents: 

 Administration: Linda Servetnick 

 Finance: Scott Franklin  

 Ritual: Gary Cohen 

 Education: Howard Brill 

 Building: Scott Davis, Ed Drexler  

 Recording Secretary: Ellen Gertzog 
 

Board Members: 

Scott Bauman, Michael Berke, Neal Eckhaus,  
Keith Freedman, Ellen Gertzog, Cindy Halpern,  
Alison Helms, Philip Katzman, Sue Lederer,  
Alice Nussbaum, and Lewis Rothberg           

Temple Activity Chairs: 

Book of Remembrance: Helen Kashtan  

Website Coordinator: Barbara Grosh  

Temple Office Manager: 
Rebecca Weber     585-266-3223 
 
office@tbdrochester.org    
www.tbdrochester.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

Temple Funds: 
 

 David Solomon Operating Fund 
       Supports General Temple Expenses & Maintenance 

 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 

 Marsha Fishman Youth Education Fund 
         Supports Hebrew School & Youth Educational Activities 

 Herb Kraus Adult Education Fund 
         Supports Adult Learning & Community Events 

 Rabbi Skopitz Fund 
         Supports Cultural Events 

 Torah Repair Fund 
         Supports Maintenance and Repair of Torah Scrolls 

 Soldier’s Project 
 

 Mitzvah Kiddush Donation 


